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Description

Positron Emission Tomography

PET scans coupled position-emitting radionuclide tracers to other molecules, such as glucose, ammonia, or water. The radionuclide tracers simultaneously emit two high-
energy photons in opposite directions that can be simultaneously detected (referred to as coincidence detection) by a PET scanner, which comprises multiple stationary
detectors that encircle the region of interest.

A variety of tracers are used for PET scanning, including oxygen 15, nitrogen 13, carbon 11, and fluorine 18. The radiotracer most commonly used in oncology imaging
has been fluorine 18, coupled with fluorodeoxyglucose (FDG), which has a metabolism related to glucose metabolism. While FDG has traditionally been used in cancer
imaging, it potentially has many other applications.

Policy Application

All claims submitted for this policy will be processed according to the policy effective date and associated revision effective dates in effect on the date of service.

Diagnosis Codes

F95.2 G11.11 G12.20 G12.21 G12.22 G12.23 G12.24

G12.25 G12.29 G20.A2 G20.B1 G20.B2 G20.C G23.1

G23.8 G29.A1 G35 G40.001 G40.009 G40.01 G40.011

G40.019 G40.101 G40.109 G40.111 G40.119 G40.201 G40.201

G40.201 G40.201 G40.301 G40.301 G40.311 G40.319 G40.319

G40.319 G40.319 G40.A19 G40.A19 G40.219 G40.301 G40.301

G40.B11 G40.B11 G40.411 G40.411 G40.42 G40.501 G40.501

G40.501 G40.501 G40.803 G40.804 G40.811 G40.812 G40.812

G40.812 G40.812 G40.822 G40.822 G40.824 G40.83 G40.83

G40.83 G40.83 G40.901 G40.901 G40.911 G40.919 G40.919

G40.919 G40.919 M86.311 M86.311 M86.321 M86.322 M86.322

M86.322 M86.322 M86.341 M86.341 M86.351 M86.352 M86.352

M86.352 M86.352 M86.372 M86.372 M86.411 M86.412 M86.412

M86.412 M86.412 M86.432 M86.432 M86.442 M86.451 M86.451

M86.451 M86.451 M86.471 M86.471 M86.49 M86.511 M86.511

M86.511 M86.511 M86.521 M86.521 M86.531 M86.532 M86.532

M86.532 M86.532 M86.552 M86.552 M86.562 M86.571 M86.571

M86.571 M86.571 M86.612 M86.612 M86.622 M86.631 M86.631
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M86.631 M86.631 M86.651 M86.651 M86.661 M86.662 M86.662

M86.662 M86.662 M86.71 M86.672 M86.69    

 
 

CURRENT CODING

CPT:

78608 BRAIN IMAGING PET METABOLIC EVALUATION Commercial

78609 BRAIN IMAGING PET PERFUSION EVALUATION Commercial

78811 PET IMAGING LIMITED AREA CHEST HEAD/NECK Commercial

78812 PET IMAGING SKULL BASE TO MID-THIGH Commercial

78813 PET IMAGING WHOLE BODY Commercial

78814 PET IMAGING CT FOR ATTENUATION LIMITED AREA Commercial

78815 PET IMAGING CT ATTENUATION SKULL BASE MID-THIGH Commercial

78816 PET IMAGING FOR CT ATTENUATION WHOLE BODY Commercial

78608 BRAIN IMAGING PET METABOLIC EVALUATION Medicaid Expansion

78609 BRAIN IMAGING PET PERFUSION EVALUATION Medicaid Expansion

78811 PET IMAGING LIMITED AREA CHEST HEAD/NECK Medicaid Expansion

78812 PET IMAGING SKULL BASE TO MID-THIGH Medicaid Expansion

78813 PET IMAGING WHOLE BODY Medicaid Expansion

78814 PET IMAGING CT FOR ATTENUATION LIMITED AREA Medicaid Expansion

78815 PET IMAGING CT ATTENUATION SKULL BASE MID-THIGH Medicaid Expansion

78816 PET IMAGING FOR CT ATTENUATION WHOLE BODY Medicaid Expansion

HCPCS:

A9552 F18 fdg Commercial

G0235 Pet not otherwise specified Commercial

A9552 F18 fdg Medicaid Expansion

G0235 Pet not otherwise specified Medicaid Expansion
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ND Committee Review
Internal Medical Policy Committee 1-22-2020 North Dakota has added PET scans to Precert list. Effective March 2, 2020

Internal Medical Policy Committee 3-17-2021 Annual Review-no changes in criteria Effective May 3, 2021

Internal Medical Policy Committee 3-23-2022 Annual Review-no changes in criteria Effective May 2, 2022

Internal Medical Policy Committee 3-23-2023 Coding update - Effective May 1, 2023

Added Diagnosis Codes: F95.2; G11.11; G.12.20; G12.21; G12.22; G12.23; G12.24; G12.25; G12.29; G20; G23.1; ;G23.8; G35; G40.01; G40.1; G40.10; G40.11; G40.2;
G40.20; G40.21; G40.3; G40.30; G40.31; G40.4; G40.40; G40.41; G40.42; G40.5; G40.50; G40.8; G40.80; G40.81; G40.82; G40.83; G40.833; G40.834; G40.9; G40.90;
G40.91; G90.3; G93.31; M86.31; M86.32; M86.36; M86.37; M86.41; M86.42; M86.43; M86.45; M86.46; M86.47; M86.5; M86.51; M86.52; M186.54; M86.55; M86.56;
M86.57; M86.6; M86.63; M86.64; M86.65; M86.66; and M86.67

Internal Medical Policy Committee 4-14-2024 Coding update - Effective July 1, 2024

Added Policy Application
Added Diagnosis Codes G29.A1, G20.A2, G20.B1, B20.B2, & G20.C
Removed Diagnosis Codes: G20, G40.1, G40.10, G40.11, G40.2G40.20, G40.21, G40.3, G470.30, G40.31, G40.4, G40.40, G40.41, G40.5, G40.50, G40.8, G40.80,
G40.81, G40.82, G40.83, G40.9, G40.90, G40.91, M86.30, M86.339, M86.34, M86.349, M86.35, M86.359, M86.369, M86.37, M86.379, M86.38, M86.4, M86.40, M86.41,
M86.419, M86.42, M86.429, M86.43, M86.439, M86.44, M86.449, M86.45, M86.459, M86.46, M86.469, M86.47, M86.479, M86.48, M86.5, M86.50, M86.51, M86.519,
M86.52, M86.529, M86.53, M86.539, M86.54, M86.549, M86.55, M86.559, M86.56, M86.569, M86.57, M86.579, M86.58, M86.6, M86.60, M86.61, M86.619, M86.62,
M86.629, M86.63, M86.639, M86.64, M86.649, M86.65, M86.659, M86.66, M86.669, M86.67, M86.679, and M86.68.

9/16/25, 5:37 PM Itiliti Health::Medical Policies

https://policy.itilitihealth.com/policy-version/POLICIES%239d1e35c7-84a8-4df7-b719-5e90504a9f88/v03B 4/5

https://aaos.org/globalassets/quality-and-practice-resources/pji/diagnosisandpreventionofperiprostheticjointinfections-7-24-19.pdf
https://aaos.org/globalassets/quality-and-practice-resources/pji/diagnosisandpreventionofperiprostheticjointinfections-7-24-19.pdf
https://acsearch.acr.org/docs/3094201/Narrative/
https://acsearch.acr.org/docs/69430/Narrative/
https://acsearch.acr.org/docs/69479/Narrative/
https://acsearch.acr.org/docs/69470/Narrative/
https://acsearch.acr.org/docs/69340/Narrative/
https://acsearch.acr.org/docs/3158180/Narrative/
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/ncd-details.aspx?NCDId=323&ncdver=1&DocID=220.6.16&ncd_id=220.6.16&ncd_version=1&basket=ncd%25253A220%25252E6%25252E16%25253A1%25253AFDG%2BPET%2Bfor%2BInfection%2Band%2BInflammation&bc=gAAAAAgAAAAAAA%3D%3D
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/ncd-details.aspx?NCDId=323&ncdver=1&DocID=220.6.16&ncd_id=220.6.16&ncd_version=1&basket=ncd%25253A220%25252E6%25252E16%25253A1%25253AFDG%2BPET%2Bfor%2BInfection%2Band%2BInflammation&bc=gAAAAAgAAAAAAA%3D%3D
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/ncd-details.aspx?NCDId=323&ncdver=1&DocID=220.6.16&ncd_id=220.6.16&ncd_version=1&basket=ncd%25253A220%25252E6%25252E16%25253A1%25253AFDG%2BPET%2Bfor%2BInfection%2Band%2BInflammation&bc=gAAAAAgAAAAAAA%3D%3D


 
 

Disclaimer
Current medical policy is to be used in determining a Member's contract benefits on the date that services are rendered. Contract language, including definitions and
specific inclusions/exclusions, as well as state and federal law, must be considered in determining eligibility for coverage. Members must consult their applicable benefit
plans or contact a Member Services representative for specific coverage information. Likewise, medical policy, which addresses the issue(s) in any specific case, should
be considered before utilizing medical opinion in adjudication. Medical technology is constantly evolving, and the Company reserves the right to review and update
medical policy periodically.
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